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Europcar investigates barriers to electric van adoption 
Rental helps businesses get past the cost barrier and experience real-world 

electric driving 
 
New research commissioned by Europcar has uncovered the challenges that are holding the 
van sector back from keeping up with decarbonisation seen in the car sector in the UK. The 
results are published in a white paper, ‘Van electrification: understanding barriers, identifying 
solutions’ which answers the critical question: ‘why is van electrification progressing so 
slowly?’ and shares how rental could hold the key to accelerating adoption. 
 
61% of the fleet operators who took part in the research are already using e-vans, and 45% 
of those said they face challenges with the real-world range of the vans on fleet, while 33% 
are concerned that public charging is unsuitable for vans. Of the 39% of operators who do 
not yet have e-vans on fleet, 38% said this was because they do not consider electric vans 
to be fit for purpose and 15% put it down to cost. 46% said they would add e-vans to their 
fleet if they had a longer range.  
 
With input from the BVRLA and The EV Café, as well as real-world examples of companies 
already seeing the benefits of electric vans, the whitepaper highlights the perceived and real-
world challenges faced by fleet operators when it comes to van electrification. The report 
investigates where electric vans are working well and explores how a co-ordinated effort 
among government and all stakeholders is required to encourage more van fleet operators 
to make the switch. 
 
“Vans are lagging behind cars when it comes to electrification,” commented Keith Shorter, 
Director, Europcar Vans and Trucks. “One reason for this is the demands that their size and 
weight put on battery range, making progress to longer range vehicle options much slower 
for vans than cars. Our research confirmed that range anxiety is holding back a considerable 
proportion of would-be electric fleets. However, cost, charging infrastructure and lack of 
knowledge also play a part. 
 
“To encourage accelerated take-up of electric vans, we need the government to continue 
offering financial incentives, to see that improvements are made to ensure the existing and 
future charging infrastructure is suitable for vans and that amendments are made regarding 
regulations that impact electric vans. In the meantime, renting an electric van allows fleets to 
find out how zero emissions vehicles can work their business, with no risk and minimal 
commitment. Test drives from manufacturers and dealers are too short to be reassuring in 
terms of range, but rental can provide drivers with the opportunity to test e-vans in a real-
world working environment.” 
 
To download the white paper click here 
 

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/6672a25ebb.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/6672a25ebb.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/6672a25ebb.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/6672a25ebb.html


 
 

End 

Contacts 
 
Press Relations      
Wendy Harrison/Cecile Stearn/Clare Watson:   
europcarmobilitygroupUK_PR@harrisonsadler.com       
020 8977 9132    
  
Notes to Editors   
 
About Europcar Mobility Group 
Europcar Mobility Group is a global mobility player, with 75 years of mobility services expertise and a 
leading position in Europe. 
 
“We help to change the way you move” is what we stand for and brings us together. More than ever, 
we're committed to delivering simple, seamless, innovative solutions that make mobility easy, 
enjoyable and increasingly eco-friendly. 
 
To do this, we offer to individuals and businesses a wide range of car and van rental services, be it for 
a few hours, a few days, a week, a month or more, on-demand or on subscription, relying on a fleet of 
more than 280.000 vehicles, equipped with the latest engines including an increasing share of electric 
vehicles. 
 
Our brands address differentiated needs, use cases and expectations: Europcar® - a global leader of 
car rental and light commercial vehicle rental, Goldcar® - a frontrunner at providing low-cost car rental 
services in Europe, Fox-Rent-A-Car®, one of the main players in the car rental market in the US, with 
a "value for money" positioning, and Euromobil®, a German car rental player. The Group also 
operates the "myEuropcar" platform for vehicle subscription. 
 
Customers’ satisfaction is at the heart of the Group’s ambition and that of our more than 9,000 
employees, everywhere we deliver our mobility solutions, thanks to a strong network in over 130 
countries (including 15 wholly owned subsidiaries completed by franchisees and alliance partners). 
  
More info: www.europcar-mobility-group.com 
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