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Mayor of London is sending mixed messages about net zero 
 
Tom Middleditch, Sustainability spokesperson at Europcar: 
 
“The news that the Mayor of London is removing the 100% exemption from 
Congestion Charge for battery electric vehicles from January 2nd 2026 is 
disappointing. It is yet another example of the mixed messages coming from the 
country’s leadership. On the one hand private motorists and businesses are being 
urged to make the switch to zero tailpipe emissions; on the other the incentives to 
make the switch are being rapidly removed although the market is still relatively 
immature. There seems to be a battle between clean air and revenue – and it feels 
like clean air is going to be the loser. 
 
“Whilst the electric car parc is growing – the latest SMMT figures show fantastic 
growth in used EV sales – the reality is that electric van adoption is woefully behind. 
Businesses of all sizes need to be encouraged to transition to electric for their 
commercial vehicle fleets, but with the proposed reduction in EV discount for vans 
and lorries, organisations that are already juggling a multitude of additional 
operational costs are likely to see the removal of the exemptions as a real deterrent.  
 
“Whilst the Mayor is suggesting the introduction of charges for EVs will help reduce 
congestion, the reality is that it’s more likely to simply leave more polluting vehicles 
on London’s roads which will do nothing for the clean air targets.  
 
“Along with other industry commentators, we would urge Sir Sadiq Khan to 
reconsider the decision.” 
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About Europcar Mobility Group 
Europcar Mobility Group is a global mobility player, with 75 years of mobility services expertise and a 
leading position in Europe. 
 
“We help to change the way you move” is what we stand for and brings us together. More than ever, 
we're committed to delivering simple, seamless, innovative solutions that make mobility easy, 
enjoyable and increasingly eco-friendly. 
 
To do this, we offer to individuals and businesses a wide range of car and van rental services, be it for 
a few hours, a few days, a week, a month or more, on-demand or on subscription, relying on a fleet of 
more than 280.000 vehicles, equipped with the latest engines including an increasing share of electric 
vehicles. 
 
Our brands address differentiated needs, use cases and expectations: Europcar® - a global leader of 
car rental and light commercial vehicle rental, Goldcar® - a frontrunner at providing low-cost car rental 
services in Europe, Fox-Rent-A-Car®, one of the main players in the car rental market in the US, with 
a "value for money" positioning, and Euromobil®, a German car rental player. The Group also 
operates the "myEuropcar" platform for vehicle subscription. 
 
Customers’ satisfaction is at the heart of the Group’s ambition and that of our more than 9,000 
employees, everywhere we deliver our mobility solutions, thanks to a strong network in over 130 
countries (including 15 wholly owned subsidiaries completed by franchisees and alliance partners). 
  
More info: www.europcar-mobility-group.com 
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